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The Dignity of the Church.
The Now York Independent hns been

publishing a series of articles entitled

..Tho Experiences ot a Prcncher's AVlfe,"
the Writer representing herself to bo the

life partner of a Methodist preacher. In

? elating lier experiences she pauses now

und then to make an observation.
"Every vocation," she observes, "is en¬

dowed with its own besotting sin, a tenip-
union that fits into the very character
uf it like a virtue; and I think that of

the Methodist Itinerant is to become a. sort

of mendicant; The custom of giving;
things' to them began lonfir ago, »vhen
ninny of them received nothing else for
their sen-Ices. Now, however, a preacher,
whose salary often amounts to us much
us the income of the average man In his
congregation, gets free tuition for .his
children, medical attention without charge,
n discount on .his groceries and all. tho

goods ho buys, .besides innumerable gilts
from members of his churches. And
the effect Is often pernicious, especially
upon the children in his family. They
sometimes get a foundling sense of'chari¬
ty Inimical .to essential self-respect. On
the other hand, sonic prón'cher'8 and their
families are supersensitive on this point
nnd alienate friends by resenting some

natural expression of generosity."
Thero was a time, and It was not so

lung ago, either, when practically all

preachers »vere regarded as mendicants.

They received for their work euch com¬

pensation, as the congregation sa»v fit to

«Ivo, and It was by no means sure In all

cuses that even this pitiful allowance
winild bo forthcoming on pay day. Few

of the parishioners fell that they »vero

undci· any obligation to pay u stated
sum of money each year for the support
of the preacher and the church, and

they gave, if they gave at* nil, as a con¬

tribution to charity. The preacher »vas

expected to subsist upon the crumbs thnt

fell from the tables of his parishioners;
yet, in spite of short rations to continue
his good work, help the needy, comfort
tho weak-hearted, administer to ¡ill the

necessities of the saints, never to utter

a word, of complaint, and always to look

picasa.nl nnd be pleasant. TI*"*** Christian
Church has a human side, and It hns
committed blunders nnd sIhb, and as hu¬
man nature Is prono to err much may
he forgiven. But,"however charltablo one

niay be towai'ft iho Caults and fallings of

tho church, It must, be conceded and con¬

fessed that the church's treatment of-Its
faithful ministers has often been con¬

temptible and disgraceful.
It Is gratifying, however, that there lias

bpen for the most part a great change
for tho better in tho attitude of the
church towards Its ministers. As a rule
the minister now receives a stated salary,
and receives It when it is due. It is
i-e'cognlzed that the minister is entitled u>
his pay; that he earns his wnges, and
that he Is In no sense a pensioner. Jjj
many churches the assessment system
prevails. Each and every member In tho
beginning of the year pledges himself,
??- herself, ns Hie case mny be,'to pay
so much money towards the support of
the church, und with all rlght-thlnklng
people this promise is as much an obliga¬
tion us any other debt. Under this sys¬
tem th«.· church bas a sure source of reve¬

nue and Die officers of iho church ¡nay
»nuke their plans accordingly, it puts tho
business affairs <«f tho church upon ¡?

business footing, and all things aro done
4ccently and In order, according to the
Scriptures, ruder this system the church
has become moro self-respecting run),
therefore, more respectable and more re·
epected, Tin· ministers of tho church
have become more Independen! and man¬
ly, ami.· therefore, more Influential and
th«· cause of religion lias become moie

«dignified allo mori· prosperous,
One thing on);,*tlio church needs to do,

In order tu completo the reform thus be¬
limi, and isiabllPh ita completi.· iiidepend-
eiiri·, am] Hial Is to decline all favors
oí government »vliautut»y«r. Th,» ( hur· li
should refuse io ¿i«.ecpi itx,· water, troc
;-·.«¦, exemption from taxation, or »vimi
not. Ii is not a question whether .r noi
Un· government should Immow ?»??"? gifts
upon iho church; tho uuestion Im whether
or not iho church «should receive thorn,
\\'e are clearly of Un- opinion that the
church would great)) strengthen lt,;.-if
and iiiereiise «mil enlarge ¡tu iiifluenci. if
il hhoiilii decline all offers of [hie ,,.?-

«.????, nnd so set tin· cjÙHnple of dlçuiii..,·.
independence,

.»s for minister« Ot 'hi»'gospel they do
themselves wrong and tin taunt« Which
liny iijui-M-iii injury whin ij.,.y .|i.w
tlii-inseiv,·», t. |,0 treated in any degree
??? mendicant« or p< nslonor* There la
greco of i-i/v.vi.'ig- us »veil of a grace ..(
eivhii». und when fcl'ia ¡V9 made lu the

preacher in the right spirit, of course,

ho Allottici receive In thn right spirit. Put

when ¡it» Is offered nn nlms, by his church

ns nn orgnnlnnllon or hy nny of hi«

)>iirl.<bloncrs, he should reject It in A spirit
of manly resentment.
The world Is suro to take tlio church

nnd its ministers nt their own estimate.

. The Same Everyv/herci
A book entitled "letters from Tuskc-

gce: Being the Confessions oí a Yftnkce,"
hy Riipcrth Fehratokc, 1b attmetliig some

attention.! Ae tho title suggests, the liu-
thor Is nt Northern nuiii. However, it la
not tlio book which attrnots oui- atten¬

tion -Just now so much as a review of the

book, which has recently como to our

notice, nnd from whlcft.wo take tlie fol¬

lowing extract;
"That there is a certain clnss omong

the Southerners that is bitterly opposed
to tho education of the negro In any
other lines than .thoso pertaining to la¬
bor ot a low grade is quite familiar, and
that the Northerner who goes to live in
the South thoroughly saturated with
'abolition' sentiments quickly becomes
tho negro's bitterest, most uncompromis¬
ing and unfair enemy is another tfnmlllnr
fact. Both of these things are factors of
an Important sort mado manifest In thla
queer Utile volume. Were it not so ex¬

ceedingly one-sided, It might bo tnkoli
much more seriously; as it Is, thorp Is
little doubt bill. UuU Booker T. Wash¬
ington and tlie men associated with lilni
in tho management of the Tuskogoe In¬
stitution Will be compelled to ltinko somu-

thlng more thnn a perfunctory reply.
"Mr. Pciirstoke makes categorical

charges here that call for at least somo

Investigation by unprejudiced persons, in
effect, thoy are that, the school is an¬
other .specimen of tho prevailing craze

Ifor financial 'graft;' that tliero is the
grossest Immorality among ???? pupils
nnd lonchers; thnt the avowed; purposes
thereof nro merely n. screen for evil of
various sorts, and thnt the easlly-lni-
poscd-upon negro is actually being taught
social equality Instead of useful trades.
"Of all tilings that concern tlie negro

there is one that is absolutely Impossi¬
ble, In view of all practical Americans:
He must not be spoiled by having tho
evil virus of 'social cqvnllty' Introduced
Into his veins. The negro has a place in
our economy.an honorable place.but
that can never allow race nmtilgnmutlon,
nnd soclnl equality means that, and prati-*
t.lcally nothing eine.' And the man who
suggests this Impossible thing to the un¬

fortunate bla;): Is not merely an enemy
to tbe country at large, but he Is a most
dangerous and harmful one to the negro
himself·."
If wo should start a guessing contest

as to tlio section dt tlio country from
which tills review and criticism proceed?,
perhaps nine out of every ton of the
guessèrs would say the 'south. If that
wero true it would, not have been of
special Interest or significance, for every¬
body knows that such views nrc held by
every true Southerner. Infpolnt of fact,
however, tlio extract is from the Phila¬

delphia Record, and if our leaders are

surprised nt this statement, we remind
them that Philadelphia iris a large negro

population; for wherever thero is a Inrgo
negro population thero is a negro problem;
and wherever there Is a negro problem,
whether at tlie South or nt the. North,
it Is viewed in tho same, wny by tlie
whites, 4
As for Booker Washington's school ot

Ti'iskegce. we know little. Wo certainly
do not know anything about tho chargea
which tho author off tho book under re¬

view has made, but as our Philadelphia
contemporary remarks, the charges are

mado so directly and specifically .Mint
they must bo met and answered.
If Boolter Washington's school Is teach;·

hiß social equality, It Is a mischievous
Institution, nnd bhould bo abolished, not
tor the snke of tho whites, for it males
no difference to them, tout for tlie safety
and welfare of tho negro race. The negro
who gets thnt idea In his «head Is in a

fair way to "got it In the.neck." Tills
is said in no spirit of harshness, ??; we

like the negro, hut It is well to deal can¬

didly with facts.

Our Neighbors.
The question of annexation hi Barton

Heights, la neither dead nor sleeping,
though the meeting called by the Progress
Committee on Friday night did not suc¬

ceed in awakening that unanimous en¬

thusiasm which liad been expected. Mnyor
Rose und ???\ Wí IC, Bache, who aro two

prominent and powerful supporters of the
nnnextlon bill, shy that tho full sentiment
of tho community was by no means ex¬

pressed. Another meeting will bo held
on Mo'iulny night, Marcii 30th, at 8:80 P,
M., In the Puristi Utili, to further diseuse
this question, it Is confidently believed
that Barton Heights has not lost that
enthusiasm for annexation which it. had
a few weeks ago, though it Is difficult
tn keep litis spirit ulive us was remark¬
ed by one of tho prominent citizens of
that community-in tho face of such u

chilling reception as that received from
the City Committee on. Annexation. Tho
Idea seems to be growing in Barton
Heights as well as In the city that It is

wise ami businesslike for, both communi¬
ties to co-operate In developing their Joint
resources and In striving together to make
this whole community greater, richer and
inoro powerful than could be dono by
either community working alone,

Tliis Is a day of co-operation, and It, is
absurd unti unbusinesslike for several
municipalities which join on Ilio bordine,
whose Inhabitants uro really one people,
to be living and opera ling under separate
charters and separate governments, As a

business proposition, it cannot be defend,
ed; as a social proposition, it Is uiinelgii-
lioriy mid selfish, Tlie citizens or Ulli loll
Heights, Cheslnilt Hill and Kail-mount aio
as truly und essentially ami necessarily
a pail and point of the Richmond com¬

munity as iiui citizens of Pulton, Thoro
is 110 difference. We are one people. XVa
bavu common sentiments ami common In¬
teristi·', and we should have a common
municipality.

. The. Folly oí War.
In a repenl pudre»« ut Hull, Kiigliind,

lim limi. William Bandai Creamer, M<
P., who for inori· than a generation ha*
been un active worker in ihe cause of
International pcac,·. said that be hnd
Hiv,11 hi* time and allentimi to this
canni· for; the mamón thai pence |« tlio·
fii>t ( ondinoli of all projjrr.a.

?'???'' ·1??·>; nul nïeaii that the affali·« of
the world »hall move along without any

^Kort of friction. There must he agitation.
It Is ns necessary In our civic lite ns

storms tire m cessa ry In nature. Without
rtgltntlon there woul«l,.bo stagnation. But
we »nay bestir JiursWvcs, vir may fläfl-
tnte, we mny ?????? mir potftlcnl,"'""''í6tlní
und Industrial storms without going to

war and shcddlnitr "blood.« It Is nece»-

snry that illsputos shall come, but thoy
may ibo settled, nnd In the ninno of
Christian civilisation and common senso

must bo settled, by judicial arbitration
nnd not by resort to the sword nnd gun.
Wo do not expect to see »vor abolished

In this generation. Questions have arisen
In tho past »vhlch could not bo settled
In that stato of sentiment save by' tho
arbitrament of arms. Such «situations
readily suggest themselves to the stu¬
dents of history. But It has been demon¬

strated within the past several years that
most questions of disputo between nations
may bo arbitrated« without difficulty nnd
that that mode of settlement Is fur more

.«satisfactory nnd far less expensive, to

say nothing of tho question of shedding«
blood, than resort to wnr. Thero w1»8
no reason Under »he fain why the dis¬

pute .between Russia and Japan should
not have been settled In this way. It
each side linei shown a disposition to do.
what »Vas'fair nnd Just, each .'to recog¬
nize tho rights nnd Interests ?/???? other,
nn agreement could have been reached
that would havo saved millions of dol¬
lars and! thousands of lives. But h "bloody
war has been, fought without any suffi¬
cient reason for It, certainly without any
necessity, and after it Is over tho two
nations .will bo In no better position lo-
settlo t.hnn they »vere beforo the., .war.

began. ,

Russia, at lenjt, now «sees ho»v stupid
she was not to settle "by the method òf
peace.

Trade Schools in Massachusetts.
The trado school proposition suggested

by Governor Douglns, of Massachusetts,
Ih his Inaugural address, Is a Ilvo Issilo

In that State, says tho Boston Trans¬

cript, and 'is commanding attention
among·all classes..· The question recently
came up before.the legislative Committee
on Education' and was discussed pro' and
con. A resolution »vas Introduced pro¬
viding that tho oovernor shall "appoint
? commission of nine persons lo be knowv
ns the Commission on Technical' Éduca¬
tion, whose duty It shall be to report
to the General Court on or before Ihe
second Wednesday In January, ????d, with
.recommendations for legislation on tho

subject of technical education as It may
deem expedient. The commission Is re¬

quired to Investigate the needs for techni¬
cal education In the «Mitèrent grades of

skill and responsibility in tho »urious

industries of the commonwealth; how far

the heeds aro met by oxnUrj.i Conditions
and must consider what outlines of.· their·

work or what new form of educational
effort may be advisable.
This resolution was prepared by a

Slate senator after conference with Gov¬

ernor Douglas nnd its purpose Is to carry

out tho Governor's recommendation. The

Interesting part of it is tl'iat Guvornbr
Douglns Is peculiarly tho reprcsontatlve
of the labor element and some of the

labor organizations of Massachusetts' are

opposed to technical schools at the puOHc
expense, preferring the old apprentice
system. But'labor organizations cannot

afford to take such a stand, .ngajnst
progress and enlightenment. The trade

school lias come to stay and organiza¬
tions which fight it »vili only hurt them¬

selves..

A Modern Constitution.
»Ve print elsewhere to-day in fili,

a luminous summing up of the no»»· Con¬

stitution. Tills appraisal of the work of

the Constitutional Convention was the

response of the Hon. C. V. Meredith to a

toast at the banquet given by the Con¬

stitutional Convention last Thursday. In

brief space Mr. Meredith condenses not

only tho spirit but the letter and the effeci
of the »vork of tho convention and no citi¬

zen should neglect this opportunity of

reading ari exposition of Virginia's or¬

ganic law, which Is at once profound,
lntelligiblo and Inspiring. Wo doubt if

any ono could havo been chosen who

was better sulleil or more able to perform
this work Ilion Mr. Meredith.

"The Temptation."
-Selected for Thu Tlmos-Dlspatoh.)

"Then »vus Jesus led up of tlio spirit
Into the wilderness, to be tempted of tlio
devil. And when he hud fasted Iforty
days and forty nights, he »vus nftenvard
an hundred.".St. JM.itt. iv:l-2.
"Then." It »vas Just after Ills baptism,

and »vhen He hnd received the publlo
commendation: "This Is my »veil beloved

Son, in whom I am »veil pleased,"
Such are tho violent alterations of

human experience: baptized and tempted,
approved of God, and then driven, as by
whips and scourges, Into the wilderness
to flgl't life's great and decisive battle.
Road Ihe life of your. Lord and Muster,

You will liuti that our relationships to
God, in their outward aspects, seem lu

change suddenly and e»-en vltnlly. Your
sonslilp does not depend upon your moods
or feelings, Cheer thoe, then, despondent
soul, (for Clod can give thee victory; mako
oyen iho wilderness to blossom us the
rose.

We speak of temptation as If It »vere
an accident uf life. Wo forgot the words
"led up," which would indicate that
temptation Is part of a plan; It |s a path
that lends to a better life, Sometimos
»ve di'celve ourselves by a foolish Imagi¬
nation that by stepping sofily wo can

elude the devil.
Take no such unworthy view of your

111'«·. J.H'o is ItsePf temptation, it |n not

possible to sneak Into heaven. Under¬
stand that you hnve to be tempted, und

J In order to insure thej
preservation of the teeth
duringjife,clean themwith

SOZI I I I
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the wilderness does not lie a thousand
miles of, but right nt your door, and you
cannot escape It. Count it no strange
tiling when temptntions befall you. To bo

Unite Is to bo tempted.
But "wilderness" nnd "temptation" and

"devils" are all a part of that universe
over which' Odd fins control. Why tliero

should bo ¿«devil I cannot tell. But wo

know that the. Lord reignèth on earth

and In lteavcn,' and that tho devil Is His

slavo, chained with iron, and beyond
his chain ho cannot go. These are mys¬

teries,*-but'mysteries only to us. God
holds the key.' which shall otic day ex¬

plain thoni all.

"Their-was Jesus * ? * tempted of the

devil," and^wheii the tempter came to

Him he .salii three, tblngs. Tbe tempter
has only tnVçÇ things to say;, he .has

threo great clubs with which he endeav¬

ors to smite. Bet us hoar what ho says:

"If thou ho the Son of God, command
that these.:stones be made bread." This

is ¡in tippeàl to immediato necessity. Ho

addresses himself to the appetite of the

moment, tlie supremo Impulso of tho

passing hour.'-'·-Whatever you want most

he is wiling Vó'supply.ot what expense
will presently ..appear.
How harmless was tho temptation! It

was hardly a. temptation at all. What
could bo the.harm In making- bread in a

moment of intense hunger? The sugges-
.tlon was mnrked by apparently good sense,
.It was as If ho had said: "After, forty days
and nights of.'fkfctliig, you must be suffer¬

ing pangs which none can fully under¬
stand; therefore, make bread for your¬
self, aiid·' satisfy tlio lawful appetite
which now maddens yoii."
You know, lljat temptation! You know

the. voice which* softens itself Into; a ten-'
der, wheedling, and says: "There can bo
no>. harm in this." And there may be¬
lio harm in certain words (In themselves
considered), hut great harm In accepting
the 'suggestion Ifróm the-devil.
Hot us look at both sides of this wedgo.

As tlie devil would have- turned stones
jiito bread, will he turn bread Intp stones.
That is what ho wants to do.with every¬
one of us.turn our virtues into, vice,
our prayer into presumption, our

religion into profanity. No worth of char¬
acter deters him.,' He would tako your dear
Httlo child and,'turn him into an imp of
his own; he would tako all the bread
of heaven and make stones of it.
"If thou bo tho Son of God, cast Thy¬

self down," This is tho noxt trial, and
it strikes at the foundation of faith. He
says, In fnct: "Presume upon God; test
His strength and power; prove His prom¬
ises." This wrts an appeal to the Son
of God to bo prcsumptious, and to force
a meaning Into tho.words which did not
exist.
Do you, know the force and subtlety of

such suggestions? Do you know what it
is for men to get themselves almost pur¬
posely into trouble that thoy may put. the
Divine Word to Its fullest stress? Do you
-know what it 'Is to shut tho eyes and
lower the head and run strnlglit Into a

granile rock mid then blame God for not
softening It? Bot thoso answer those
pungent Inquiries who nre best acquaint¬
ed with their souls' history!
Now, see how tho devil still works this

temptation. Ho tempts Christ to risk His
life, and he no.w tempts God on tho pre¬
tense of saving life. The devil is contin¬
ually blaming Ood for the Inequalities of
human life, He Is perpetually sending a

challenge to heaven snylng if Thou art
almighty and good, why permit rebellion
and war and crime?

Tlio third and last temptation was "All
these tilings will I givo ilice if thou wilt
fall down ami worship me," It was tho
temptation of bribery; It was a short and
cany way to got rich. It was-I lie most
subtle of all tho "temptations. To worship
Is to give; when I worship 1 serve, Wo
only give when ivo love.
My young friend, tlie devil never gives

anything good that ho promises, you fall
down and worship hlin, and then call on

him for the kingdoms; lib will not givo
them to you. I challenge any and every
man In Hie world to show mo If he ever

got any good ¡it the hand of the devil.
These'lhree temptations are now before

us, and also the character of the 'devil, as

suggested by thoni. ilov lias no other
temptation, ile appeals to your dominant
appetito; he asks you to make God your
servimi; lie offers on his'own terms abun¬
dance of possessions.

lie may vary tho form, but tlie pro¬
gramme is substantially what Is written
in this history, Mvory man can prove il
for himself, and know Ilio·'iiif-U'sure'and
forco of each .syllable. Tims the devil
delivers ¡t threefold.knock on the,door pf
tlie heart. What uiiawer will you make?

Itlchumnd Is to' b.a congratulated upon
the luci lhat tlie Jefferson llon;l Is in
In· rebuilt. It was a severe blow tj>
our capital city when tills famous hostel¬
ry was dcslyoyed by fire, and Its re.

building will not only..bring Joy to the
heurts of tlio people ot Blclimond, but

I nil Virginians will rejoice as well. It Is
particularly fitting that the Jefferson
should he rebuilt hy ivlehmond citizens,
whoso pride In It« nôblo proportions' is
Just nnd proper, nnd that the now jeffer«
;#on tvlll· eclipse tho old In equipment and
'splendor. This patriotic, public spirited
resolve means much to Richmond, not
only on account of the advantages thnt a

splendid hotel gives nny city, but because
it will re-establish the confidence of the
public In Richmond's ability to surmount
a cnlnmlty nnd a disaster such ns the
Jefferson fire was.Frederlcksburg Star.
Thank you for your kind words. But

the Jefferson Hotef In Its original was

regarded ns a State Institution and it Is

no »vonder that our friends in other
sections should bo glad thnt It, Is to
be restored.

The latest dispatches toll us that Kuro-

patkln\mny bo succeeded by GcnoraT'tiuk«
hollmoff, who got his »nilltary training
under General Dragonrnlroff. A man

who can hold-om-off nnd drng-em-otf
socms to bo just tho kind of a general
the Russians need at this time.

The old Virginia farmers who havo
watched the weather conditions for lo,
theso many years, nro of the opinion
Hint there ''is now no danger of frost,
that destructive agent having exhausted
Itself in tho winter months.

North Carolina, »vhllo keeping In the
'forefront of modern Idens, nlso clings to

tho ancient In some respects. Par In¬
stance, there was a fisticuff In Salisbury
the other day between editors of rival
newspapers.

Tho glowing accounts o>f the Andaluslun
skirt-dancers, which Colonel "Wnttcrson
is sending his paper from Spain, aro fast

bringing his friends to tho conclusion
that homo Is the best place for the old
gentleman.

Solomon sold thero Is nothing nc»v under
the sun..Eynchburg News.
Ho»v Is that? When and where, that Is

to say, In what chapter anil verso Is It

recorded that Solomon said that?

The Spanish cabinet is having a hard

time marrying off tho young King.· It

might bo »veil enough If the cabinet

should elvo the young fellow a chance to

do his own courting.

Tho Clarke Courier Is thirty-seven
years old and yet thero Is nothing In nil

tho thirty-two columns of that progrcssh'e
and up-to-date Virginia weekly to Indi¬
cate over ago.

According to the report. Independent
packing concerns have raised three mil¬

lion dollars to right lho Beef Trust. This

seems to be carrying It to the point of

persecution.
St. Petersburg Is alarmed because no

ne»vs Is receded from tho front. Perhaps
Rusála docs not shnro the popular be¬

lief that no ne»vs il good news.

Tho moot .Interesting thing about the

banquet of/ the Friendly Sons of St.
Patrick was that thoy didn't try to prove
that Roosevelt was an Irishman.

Disinclination for strenuous exercise Is

only another name, for' spring fever and

spring fever is but a polite name for

m'sera/hlo laziness.

Tf there is on idle plow in old Virginia
right now, it Is one that hits passed Its

day of usefulness and has been retired

on Its past glory.

Another evidence of the opening of
spring Is to be found in tho fact that

Newport News I« threatening to have

another launching.

It is not anticipated nt-AVoshlngton that
Castro Is «likely to invade the "United
States at any time In the Immediate fu¬

ture.

General Llnevitch, who ¿succeeds Kuro-

patkln, has passed the sixty-year limit,
and Oyama will endeavor to be his
Osier.

Mr. Roosevelt Is In favor of Increasing
our navy on the theory that it wo havo
enough battleships »ve »von't need any at
all.

Tho candidates for Llcutonant·Governor
do not proposo to let tho gulTetnatorlal
aspirants hold all of the limelight effects.
The suspicion will not down- that Mr.

Cusslo Chadwick Is nearer tho Ideal of
a perfect lady that his wife.

France »vould thank Uncle Sam to
tell Castro ho has got to behave, or

'ware tho Big Stick.

Ktiropatkln »vili be decidedly interested
to seo how Elnevltch figures out tho
proposition.
Tho. »veather man Is no»v straining him¬

self to win back all lho friends he lost
lust »vii ?« r.

In tho family of civilized nations, Castro
seems to be the undisputed* entant" ter¬
rible.

Spring has ceased to whisper about her
coming. Sho is now talking out loud.

Richmond to Barton Heights, et ài.;
"Conic In boys; the »vater's fino.".

The Public Library.
Editor of Tho Tlmos.Dlspntch;Sir,.Both opposition nnd advocacy of
the library question have boon quiet of
lato., ¡nid il »vus gratifying to see that Its
lrieiids are anew bestirring themselves;
»vhllo still the opportunity Is afforded,
that so excellent an Institution as a freo
publlo library may adorn our city. The
meeting ut ilio Moehuailcu* instituto a few
nights ago »vas a good Indieutlon, both
as to number and quality, that the library
Is held much In favor, und that the
"tux-puyors" aro not ponurlouslv· afraid
to become "tax-eaters,'1 but assured Unit
the feast to be enjoyed will amply com¬
pensate lor the ??ß,? of providing,
Tins objections that havo been so far

.raised to the library have really not
been man.»', thouah reiterated over and
over, and not one of them may be rock«
oiu-il of weighty consideration, but us
.even an enemy Is not to bo lightly es¬
teemed, |t may be well (o recount iheni,
{if for no better reason than that they
may be altogether brushed aside. Peiv
mit mu to enumerato thorn, und I »vould
do so In »vlial I »VO.UUI deem the order
of their Importance.
First.The ability of the city to pay

the sum necessary to sustain the Institu¬
tion.110.000,
Second.That It »vould be better to is¬

sue bonds than to incept Mr, OarnOBlu's
gift.
Third.Thai other Improvements are

needed and should be tirsi intended to.
l'Oiirth-Tluit a librai·)», associated with

Ilio High School, would bo ¡¡uHloIeut
Flfth-Thut in ihe event oí the city

1

?
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AGENCY DIRECTORS.
We desire threo or four honest, bright, nctlve, tactful and experi¬

enced yoiihg men of good habits, as agency dlrcitors, to visit such
territory as we may direct, appoint anil work with nge»ts. Salary,
commission, renewals and expenses will ho paid. Good chanco for
Increased salary "nnd promotion If tho work merits It.

Apply In person, or by letter, to

H. SWINEFORD & SON, General Agents for Virginia,
IliO East Mnln Street, niellinomi, Vn.
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railing to appropriato the $1C,UU0 requisito
for its support, tlie building would re¬
vert to Mr. Cnrnoglo or his licita. '

Sixth.Books are cheap, so cheap that
readers had better próvido1'their own.

1 think this enumeration cover« all tho
objections raised to having a. public li¬
brary, and It noods but little of argu¬
ment to show that Ihey have but a weak
foundation. Permit mo to try to do so na
shortly as possible.
Tho best answer to tho first objection.

that It would strain the city's finances-
Is tho stato of the treasury. Last year
the receipts wero »140,000 over tho expen¬
ditures, and notwithstanding a few ex¬
travagances In somo directions, and al¬
lowing for every charge that could be
brought against her, there wns a balance
of almost iS0,0OJ! Uesldos this. I am
credibly Informed by ono who ought to
know that tliero is a like, or even a
Innrer, amount, which will be turned In,
consisting of moneys appropriateli but
not expended at tho end of the Uscii
year. This docs not show the city in an
impocunlous condition, but rather that she
Is well able to provide, not only for tho
library, but for every Improvement re¬
quired to make her one of the most dc-
llghtrul residential cities of ilio country.
Sho has resourcos enough to procure
every reasonable need, notwithstanding
that, according to an elaborato tallio pub¬
lished in tho News Lender of the Vth In¬
stant, she is one ot the most lightly
taxed cities In tho United States.
It does not seem, therefore, that there

Is tho slightest risk that the expenditure
for a public library would In any way
cnibarnss our city funds, and In recogni¬
tion of this tho Finance Committee have
recommended Its adoption, which Is an
excellent assurance tKat It is a fact»
The objection which ??a-y be put as soc¬

ond In Importance is that it would bo
preferable to Issue bonds than to ttccept
tlio gift offered by Mr. Carnegie. This
objection has been looked at In two ways:
First, that It would bo moro economical,
seeing that tho interest at four per cent,
would· amount to only fl.fiOO, and, second,
as a thing of sentiment» refusing the gift
because seemingly assuming an obliga¬
tion to a Northern millionaire. Tho bond
Idea was first promulgated by Mr. Bloom-
berg, but how It can bo groater economy
to pay »I.CKX) In interest than to accept tlio
money for nothing It is hard to conceive.
Mr. Bloomberg and those who havo re¬
peated his folly evidently neglected to
take Into account that there- was an evil
«lay coming when the bonds would ma¬
ture, and the bltr sum would be demand¬
ed, and meanwhile not only tho Interest
would be called for annually, but tho li¬
brary would havo to bo sustained.when
It had been provided.whereas the\ ac¬
ceptance of Mr. Carnegie's gift would not
only give to Richmond a magnificent pub¬
lic building, hut tho sum specified for
maintenance would also, In cours,; of
time, amply provide for the Winks. For
several year« the appropriation asked for
would allow of ono-half the amount being
expended for library purposes. As to tho
sentimental part of this objection.the
being under an obligation for the gift.
with so many Institutions,'local and na¬
tional, as examples. It is most unworthy.
It may be safely asserted that all our
public Institutions, educational and lit¬
erary, or beneficiary In any sense have
come from warm-hearted and generous
donors, and the world has been wonder¬
fully benellted by their gifts. Richmond
College, tho Woman's College, Union Sem¬
inary, the Memorial Hospital, the Uni¬
versity of -Virginia, and Princeton, Har¬
vard nnd many more are all the outcome
of gifts, and not a squint eye is ever
cast upon their foundations; Indeed,
whero would they have been without
them? Neither should nny. thin-skinned
fancy or falso pride hinder the acceptance
of Mr. Cnrnegle's generous offer to bo-
stow upon Richmond a free gift of a
handsome library building.
'But to review the othor objections which

hnvo been raised to the library would
occupy too much of your valuable space,
and begging the privilege to do so on an¬
other day, I am,

Resneetfullv yours,
Robert wiiittet, sn.

Richmond, Va.4

Brotherly Love.
Now, their ruler was an advocate of

peace.
Who had urged, tho arbitration of dls-

putc,
And had vowed| that wicked- warfaro had

to cease.
Till Hie quarreled, and.that method

didn't suit.
Whereupon he swore he'd fight until ho

dropped,
Told his. men to go ahead and make

their wills.
For their days Would not bo pokey, as

they battled with Kurokl,
And the world could look to him to pay

tho bills.

For Ufo Is cheap enough; (
We can kill without robuff.

As long as there Is money in our tills.
And since wo know that might,
lo tlio thing that maketh right,

By all means lot us fight.But oli,
II,ills!

Oh, they couldn't seem to sec that they
wero licked; \

./They fought till thoy, were ankle-deep
In gore;

Till tlie flowor of their army had been
picked,

And tho rest of It was sick and sad
and sore.

Oh, they lost, about a million men a day,
They dropped along the' valleys and the

hills;
But they stood up to tho hammer of the

conquering Oyama,
Till they found they hnd no way to

pay tho'.r bills,
? I

Oh, the Christian peoples yearn for penco
on earth;

Oh, Ihey yearn u chance, to turn the
other cheek;

And yet they still will fight for all
they're worth-

Still the battìi) to the strong nnd not,
the wenk.

Bo wo didn't lift a hand to lnterveno.
.As long a« thero wild money In the tills,

Yes, wo viewed tho dreadful' slaughter
somewhat calmer thnn wo oughtor.

Till thoy seemed to havo no' funds to
meet the hills.

And (what seems to lío tho 'mural)
Lot us give, tlio bloody laurel·

To the nation that has money in her.tills,
And since "might maketh right,
Why. lot everybody Tiglit-

TIll they got a little tight tt'bout' their
hills.

The Midget of Its Kind.
The smallest full grown elephant in

Kuropo Is on exhibition In London, llu
Is llilrty-tlireo Inches In height and weighs
ISO pounds. When he was taken to a

photographic gallery tho other duy for
his picture lie went in a ouï). A lunch¬
eon of buns atul brandy and wate-l- was
provided for him.

A most wonderful
ntoUioino for allbranchial
affoottone» Avoid imittttkm·»

LOOKING BACNWARD; .

FORTY YEARS AGO
(BY Vf. E. Vf.)

There lies beforo me a copy of the Rich¬
mond Examiner Just forty years old, the
date of Its Issue being "Monday, March
LO, 1SG5." Paper and printers' Ink In those
day« »vero expensive, and, therefore, tho
Examiner people used,no more of cither
than was necessary·, accordingly, the Ex¬
aminer hnd only t»vo pnges, but these
»vero of closely printed matter. Tho sub¬
scription rates were these: "Ono year,
".CO; six months, $35; three months, $20; ono

month, $7."
Tho Dally Dispatch, »vhlch wns a larger

paper, had a »till higher rate of subscrip¬
tion. It »vas $100 (he year, nnd »GO for
six months." It must be remembered,
however, that at that tlieo" $00 In Con¬
federato money »vould buy only $1 In
gold.
The old newspaper before mo nffords

curious rending.
¦Tho Confederate States Congress is· In

session for the last lime. Mr. It. M. T.
Hunter, from Essex county, Va., Is pres¬
ident pro tern, of the Senate. Mr. AVat-
son, of .Mississippi, from tho Joint com¬
mltteo appointed to »valt on tho President
of the Confederate States, reported. The
President stated, that, he "had no fur¬
ther communication to make to Congress;
,*'*»* that to tho full extent of his
po»ver and tho resources placed at his
disposal all might feel assured of his pur¬
pose faithfully to protect and defend the
country. ··<·»· Ho hoped thnt tho
members of tho t»vo houses might safely
reach their homes, and that they and
tlielr families and their common country
might continue to experience the pro¬
tection and favor of, heaven." Mr. Hun¬
ter then arose and said:
"Senators, tho hour of 2 o'clock P. M.

having arrived, It becomes the duty of
the chair lo pronounce tho Sonata ad¬
journed sine die."
Similar action was taken in the lower

House. Tho senators and, congressmen
left Richmond for their homes, but beforo
all had arrived thereat Richmond had
fallen nnd the Confederacy wns practical¬
ly a matter of history.
The "War News" paragraphs of tho

Examiner nre quite Interesting, as wit¬
ness:
"There was some skirmishing yesterday

on the Nino Mile Road, on the north hank
of the Jame« River. Somo deserters who
????? In yesterday evening state that a
battio Is soon to corno off, nnd that they
had prudently came over In order to be
out of tin» way. The movements of tho
enemy aro well watched and perfecUy
understood by General Loe, and proper
dispositions have been mnde at all points.
- · ? · « Deserters from Grant's horde
to tho number of thirty or moro,, came
In yesterday."
Ono Item relates that two of our own

men had been charged with desertion,
and, upon their guilt being proven, they
were condemned to be shot. This sen¬
tence was to bo executed "on tho first
Friday in April next, unless executive au¬
thority Interpose." Those two men were,
never executed, for the reason, thnt, the
first Friday In April, 1805, was tho seventh
day of the month, and four days beforo
that Grant's army had "interposed."
A number of local Items are of Inter¬

est. I find a boarding-house proprietor
advertising his house. He promises good
board at the following terms: "Price $ 10
per day, lodging Included. Single meals,
$15 for breakfast and dinner each; $10
for supper and $10 for lodging."
Now, If anybody thinks thnt "living Is

expensive" In Richmond, Just let him
think of the time when It cost "$40 a
day, lodging Included," for one lone mor¬
tal
If a person had a supply of life's neces¬

saries at that time he guarded them with
greatest care. They were worth their
weight In gold. This being'true, "what'a
"loss and gain" this Item discloses:
"At a late hour on Friday night or Sat¬

urday morning, the d»velllng of Mrs*. Jo¬
seph Allen, corner Broad and .Thirteenth
Streets, was burglariously Invaded and
the store-room robbed of a barrel of flour,
lot of sugar, coffee nnd other groceries
to tho value of several thousand dollars."
Although the war-cloud wns so dens.ely

black nt Ihut time, one finds a firm ad¬
vertising tima for .

"BOTTLES, BOTTLES, BOTTEES."
"Champagne liottles, quarts or pints,

wanted at No. 142 Main Street."
Tho champagne supply »vas exhausted,

»ve' suppose, when the bottles were called
In, '"

Slaughter and Company, iNo. 139 Mad ?
Street, unnounco to' tho Richmond pub¬
lic thnt they havo "two barrels of bro»vn
sugar for sule;" and "R. *\V. Power», cor¬
ner Main and Fifteenth Streets," wants
the peoplo to know that ho has for sale
"Indigo, black pepper and copperas."
T'io Richmond 'Theatre, corner Seventh

and Broad Streets, and "Budd und .Mc¬
Dowell's Opera Houso, Franklin Street,
next to tho Exchange Hotel," were in
operation. At "the Richmond," tho piny
was "Tho Minister of Pollco," followed
by "tho local Burletta, Lady of the
Lions," full of songs and dances.' At
the Opera House tho minstrels promised
"a groat bill to-night.The Black Stntife."
Tho prices of seats In "the Opera House,
Franklin Street, next to tho Exchange
Hotel," wore these; Parquette, Ci; gal--
lery, $2; privato box, $20 a night." Tho
manager» of this houso offer "highest
price« for old and new cork," »vhlch
means that "tho minstrels" »vere of tho
old-fnshloned order, bluckod up to the
shndo of soot, with the curtain rising upon
the blnok crescent at »vhose respectivo
horns sat "Bones" and "Tambouriné."
Tho minstrels of thoso duys, with Georgo
Kunklo and Dan Moxley havo outlived
mutili olso of boyhood's days that is for¬
gotten.

I find one mnrrlago announcement In
the olfl paper. It Isthat of. two friends
of mine. They »verSUfciarrlod in Lynoh-
I'Uig, March 16, 18(15; that day being
Thursday. Tholr naines stand for old nnd
honored families In Virginia. Tho bride
and groom of forty summers ago Ilvo now
In King William county,
Notwithstanding that grim vlsugcd wur

tramped tho streets of Richmond, tho local
politicians »vero doing their host to Jteop
"P. »vilth their "ruling ???ß?a?." Mr.
T. P. August »vns a candidato for thu -

Senate,· and Mr. James A. Scott was a
candidat**! tór the 'lower Hoiise. Thero
wero ninny other patrloflo sons of the
Stale willing to servo In the Senate and
Houso of Delegates. Colonel Morton Maryo
was announced a» a candidate to represent
the city nnd county of Alexandria,
llo»v fo»v are left of the lenders lit poli¬

ties,' In thought nnd In* military mat-
tern, who forty year* ago, wer« making
history! 'l'ho great captains of tlio Con¬
federacy aro gone, und Ihe thin g,ruy lino
of remaining veterans is silenti/ limiting
away,


